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CALGARY - Calgary Shepard Conservative MP Tom Kmiec,
who suffered through the death of his newborn daughter is
pushing to give parents more time off after the death of a
child.

“I went through this. I noticed like I read all these very
personal stories of people who have to return to work just a
few days after the loss of their child and I felt like we need
to do something” said Kmiec.

Kmiec lost his newborn daughter in August 2018, 39 days
after she was born. Lucy-Rose died from a genetic disorder.

ADVERTISEMENT

Kmiec has recently introduced a private member’s bill in the
House of Commons to drastically expand bereavement
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leave from five days to eight weeks of unpaid, job-protected
leave for parents who have experienced a stillbirth, death of
a child under 18 or the death of a disabled child in their
care.

The current system under the Canada Labour Code
provides three days of paid leave and two days of unpaid
leave for parents following the death of a child.

The proposed changes under Bill C-307 would apply to
federally regulated employees, which would include workers
such as chartered banks, railway workers, the airline
industry and military.

“I’ve heard from people, like dads especially who are
treated very differently and in the current set of rules were
expected to go back to work almost right away and they
were just completely grief-stricken," Kmiec said.

“I think most employers will recognize that a person who's
grieving at work is not a productive employee, they're not
able to contribute to the workplace.”

Kmiec said he took six weeks off following his daughter's
death. He said the current system doesn’t give enough time
to grieve and make arrangements.

“I think eight weeks of unpaid job protected leave is the
minimum thing that we could do to ensure that they have
the time that they need to care for their family and to take
care of their child’s kind of final estate so to speak, making
sure that they’re remembered and then they can get back to
living and taking care of their other family members,” said
Kmiec.

STUDY SHOWED GLARING FAILURE
In 2018, a motion brought forward by Conservative MP
Blake Richards launched a study of the issue. According to
Kmiec’s office the study showed a glaring failure of
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Kmiec s office, the study showed a glaring failure of
government programming to address the needs of parents
who experience the loss of a child.

Kmiec’s bill has gone through the first reading. It likely won’t
get debated before the summer recess. He said if there is
an election this fall he hopes the proposal will be part of a
campaign platform, even its not his own party.

SPARKING A CONVERSATION
The founder of a charity that provides support to families
impacted by infant loss, says the bill is sparking a
conversation that needs to happen.

“I don’t think people understand the actual impacts of loss
and I don’t think they understand he prevalence of loss,”
said Aditi Loveridge, founder of The Pregnancy and Infant
Loss Support Centre.

Loveridge said in North America, one in four pregnancies
end in loss. She said stillbirth rates have increased during
COVID-19.

“It starts to reduce the stigma and starts to give grieving
parents permission to really start to understand for
themselves that this is a highly impactful experience and
they do deserve that time to start to work towards their
healing.”

Loveridge said the opportunity to have eight weeks off work,
even if it's not for employees everywhere, would be a step
in the right direction.

“Time doesn’t heal. But what time does is allows you the
space to build those coping tools and build a community
around you."

PILSC connects families to community and peer support
groups among other supports. 

https://pilsc.org/
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Homicide investigation: Victim identified after body found in
rural area near B.C. lake
The victim of a suspicious death that has now been ruled a homicide was
identified by B.C. investigators Thursday.
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UPDATED | B.C. needs vacancy control, tenants' group says
following alarming evictions study

17 min ago

Early snow falls on B.C. highways; drivers warned to watch
for changing weather

6 hr ago

VANCOUVER ISLAND

NEW | Our Place temporarily closes drop-in service due to
safety concerns
Our Place Society in Victoria, which offers supports to homeless and
vulnerable people, suspended its drop-in service on Thursday due to safety
concerns.
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Laval hospital confirms unvaccinated patient in his 30s died
of COVID-19
A spokesperson for the hospital said the man's condition "deteriorated
rapidly."
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Waterloo Region adds 35 new COVID-19 cases
Health officials in Waterloo Region reported 35 new COVID-19 cases on
Thursday.
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North Bay’s Jewish community disappointed by PPC
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Members of North Bay's Jewish community are disappointed in People’s
Party of Canada candidate Greg Galante, who compared COVID-19
measures to the Holocaust.
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UPDATED | 20 breakthrough cases in Manitoba, more than
half of new COVID-19 cases unvaccinated
Manitoba public health officials reported 64 new COVID-19 cases on
Thursday – including 36 unvaccinated cases, 20 fully vaccinated cases and
eight partially vaccinated cases.
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UPDATED | Manitoba to have first female premier: Two Tory
leadership candidates are women

36 min ago

'The name brings disgrace to the neighbourhood': review
underway to rename a Winnipeg park

3 hr ago



REGINA 

https://winnipeg.ctvnews.ca/
https://winnipeg.ctvnews.ca/20-breakthrough-cases-in-manitoba-more-than-half-of-new-covid-19-cases-unvaccinated-1.5588170
https://winnipeg.ctvnews.ca/20-breakthrough-cases-in-manitoba-more-than-half-of-new-covid-19-cases-unvaccinated-1.5588170
https://winnipeg.ctvnews.ca/manitoba-to-have-first-female-premier-two-tory-leadership-candidates-are-women-1.5588126
https://winnipeg.ctvnews.ca/the-name-brings-disgrace-to-the-neighbourhood-review-underway-to-rename-a-winnipeg-park-1.5588251
https://regina.ctvnews.ca/
https://saskatoon.ctvnews.ca/the-time-for-patience-is-now-over-sask-premier-announces-masking-order-vaccination-rules-1.5588246


9/16/21, 2:51 PM Calgary MP pushing for extended bereavement leave for parents | CTV News

https://calgary.ctvnews.ca/mobile/calgary-mp-pushing-for-extended-bereavement-leave-for-parents-1.5475007 21/23

UPDATED | 'The time for patience is now over': Sask.
premier announces masking order, vaccination rules
Saskatchewan Premier Scott Moe has announced a temporary indoor
masking mandate that will come into force on Friday followed by a proof-of-
vaccination policy. It's a move that comes after growing calls from residents
in the province to install more measures.

6 min ago

439 new COVID-19 cases, 1 death reported in Sask.

1 hr ago

NEW | Community leaders participate in 'rescue' fundraiser
for STARS

7 min ago

SASKATOON

UPDATED | 'The time for patience is now over': Sask.
premier announces masking order, vaccination rules
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Saskatchewan Premier Scott Moe has announced a temporary indoor
masking mandate that will come into force on Friday followed by a proof-of-
vaccination policy. It's a move that comes after growing calls from residents
in the province to install more measures.
6 min ago

Sask. doctor says soaring number of COVID-19 cases
leading to 'tough decisions' in ICUs

5 hr ago

Sask. RCMP renew call for help in search for human
trafficking suspects

2 hr ago
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